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District 200 2016 Community Online Survey 

Final Report 

October 4, 2016 
 

At the same time a statistically reliable telephone survey was being conducted with residents of 

District 200, a similar online survey was made available to patrons via the district’s website.  

 

A total of 390 individuals chose to take part in the survey, although not all those who 

participated answered all the questions – a situation that is typical with online surveys. 

 

The results of the online survey are shown below, in a form that allows for direct comparison 

(where appropriate) to the more statistically reliable telephone survey of randomly selected male 

or female heads of household in the district. Because those who participate in online surveys are 

self-selected, rather than randomly drawn, all online data should be considered supplemental 

information. 

 

 

Results Summary 

 

When compared to the findings from a similarly structured random dial telephone study, online 

survey results typically follow a pattern in two areas. 

 

First, fewer online survey participants will choose a “middle of the road” or “no opinion” answer 

– such as “It would make no difference to me” – than will telephone survey participants.  

 

Telephone survey respondents represent a cross-section of individuals, whereas those who take 

part in an online survey must make an effort to do so. Those who make such an effort tend to be 

more passionate and, therefore, are less likely to be non-committal. 

 

Second, with rare exception, online respondents who are currently being served by the sponsor of 

the survey (in this case, District 200) are usually more positive than those who are not.  

 

Both of these typical occurrences were evident in the online results for District 200.  

 

Respondents to this survey were generally more opinionated than the cross-section of typical 

residents who took part in the telephone survey and current district parents tended to be more 

positive than those who do not have a child attending school in the district at the present time. 

Specifically: 
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 Grading exercise 

 

Online respondents gave high marks to the quality of education and to those responsible 

for that quality at the building level. 

 

While the school facilities received a high score from the respondents to the telephone 

survey, online participants – particularly current district parents – were more critical. 

 

The other areas where the online scores were noticeably lower than those on the 

telephone survey were primarily in the more nebulous district/patron relationship factors, 

such as “The district’s record on fulfilling the promises it makes” and “The district’s 

responsiveness to citizen concerns.” Online participants were also more critical on the 

factor, “Value received for the tax dollars spent,” which is a very common occurrence on 

online surveys (which, as mentioned above, tend to draw the more passionate segment of 

the total patron community). 

 

Yet, even with these criticisms, online participants still gave the district a solid score for 

its overall performance (as did those who took part in the telephone survey). 

 

 

 Strengths and areas needing improvement 

 

The responses to the open-ended questions asking for opinions on the district’s strengths 

and where it could improve reinforced the scores heard in the grading exercise. 

 

Building-level people, involvement of the community and parents, and the quality of 

education were the most frequently mentioned strengths. Fiscal responsibility and facility 

management concerns were the most commonly mentioned areas that needed 

improvement. 

 

(Note: In reviewing the verbatim comments for these questions and for the “Why would 

you not vote for the referendum?” question later in the survey, it is important to 

remember that each is one comment, by one person. Had they been indicative of a trend, 

they would have appeared in sufficient quantity to merit placement in the chart associated 

with the question.) 

 

 

 Project support and determination of “high priority” projects 

 

As was the case with the telephone survey, the mechanical system upgrades and the 

security enhancements at six of the elementary schools drew the strongest support among 

the total online survey group.  

 

Seven of the remaining 10 projects had more support than opposition among online 

respondents. One project – reconfiguring the Library Learning Center at Edison Middle 

School – had identical levels of support and opposition, while the other two (Auditorium 

and Performing Arts space at Monroe Middle School and renovating the Library 

Learning Center at Wheaton Warrenville South High School) had more opposition than 

support.  
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When asked to identify which of the project ideas they considered to be a “high priority,” 

only two – reinforced entries at six elementary schools and major mechanical upgrades 

across the district – were identified as such by more than half of the online respondents. 

 

 

 Support or opposition to a potential referendum 

 

While the positive scores on the online survey regarding a possible referendum were 

tipped more toward “Strongly favor” (rather than “Favor”), as compared to the positive 

responses on the telephone survey about the referendum, the combined percentage for 

these two answers was nearly identical at all three of the proposed tax levels between the 

two survey methodologies. 

 

Specifically, when presented with a potential tax increase of $225 per year for the owner 

of a $320,000 home in the district (approximately the median home value), 52% of online 

participants said they would either “Strongly favor” or “Favor” such a proposal. The 

result for the telephone survey was 51%. 

 

When those who were in opposition, or who were undecided, were presented with a $200 

per year option (with the understanding that it would fund “fewer of these projects”), 

total support in both surveys grew negligibly – to 53% for the online and 54% for the 

telephone. 

 

When continuing opponents (and, again, those who were undecided) were asked about a 

$175 per year option – and told that it would fund “even fewer” of the projects – support, 

again, grew fractionally – to 56% for the online respondents and 58% for those 

participating via the telephone. 

 

Because online results do not have the statistical reliability of a random dial telephone 

survey, it is important to remember that all this data – and, in particular, the data about 

the level of support at various tax levels – should be considered supplemental. Yet, even 

with that caveat, it is interesting to note just how close the results were between the two 

research formats. 

 

 

Please note: Percentages may not add to 100%, due to rounding. 
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1. As you know, students in school are traditionally given a grade of A, B, C, D or F to reflect the quality of their work. Based on your 

experience, the experience of your children, or things you have heard about District 200 from others, what grade you would give the 

school district on each of the following items? Results below presented using a 5-point weighted scale, with 5 points being awarded for 

each grade of “A,” down to 1 point being given for each grade of “F.” While online results should always be considered supplemental 

(rather than statistical), in general terms, a 4.00 should be generally thought of as a “B.” Those who answered “N/A” or who skipped the 

question are not included in this calculation. 

 

Factor Overall 

score/Telephone 

survey (n=400) 

 Overall 

score/Online 

survey (n=390) 

Current student 

families/Online 

survey (n=213)* 

Non-current 

student 

families/Online 

survey (n=153)* 

Safety of students in the district 4.49  4.21 4.14 4.27 

Performance of district teachers 4.32  4.23 4.27 4.16 

Preparation of students for college, vocational 

or career training, or employment 
4.32  4.14 4.14 4.14 

Quality of education 4.31  4.28 4.31 4.25 

Quality of the school facilities 4.22  3.63 3.50 3.81 

Value received for the tax dollars spent 4.20  3.66 3.82 3.41 

The quality of technology available to students 4.15  3.74 3.72 3.76 

Performance of school principals 4.12  4.06 4.19 3.85 

The district’s record on fulfilling the promises 

it makes 
4.06  3.41 3.53 3.28 

Efforts of the district to report its plans and 

progress to citizens 
3.94  3.92 4.12 3.62 

Class sizes, meaning the number of students in 

each classroom 
3.89  3.91 3.90 3.93 

The district’s responsiveness to citizen 

concerns 
3.85  3.39 3.54 3.19 

Performance of the superintendent 3.67  3.66 3.82 3.46 

Efforts of the district to involve citizens in 

decision-making 
3.67  3.78 3.98 3.48 

Performance of the District 200 Board of 

Education 
3.66  3.32 3.49 3.08 

 *Twenty-four respondents did not answer the question regarding student status. 
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2. Thinking about everything you know or have heard about the district, what overall grade would you give the District 200? 

 

Response Overall 

score/Telephone 

survey (n=400) 

 Overall 

score/Online 

survey (n=390)** 

Current student 

families/Online 

survey (n=213)* 

Non-current 

student 

families/Online 

survey (n=153)* 

A 23%  24% 28% 18% 

B 62%  53% 52% 53% 

C 13%  17% 15% 21% 

D 1%  5% 5% 5% 

F 1%  1% 0% 2% 

Don’t know (not read to telephone 

survey respondents and not 

available to online respondents) 

1%  n/a n/a n/a 

Weighted 5-point scale result 4.07  3.94 4.03 3.80 

**Fourteen online respondents did not answer this question. 

 *Twenty-four online respondents did not answer the question regarding student status. 

 

 

3. What do you think are the district’s strengths? Responses were coded, based on common words, phrases and ideas. Numbers, rather than 

percentages, displayed below. Responses are from the entire online survey participant group (meaning they are not separated into current 

parent and non-parent groups). 

 

Response Number 

Teachers/coaches/staff 160 

Community/parent involvement/support 63 

Quality of education 47 

Leadership/administration/principals 32 

Communication/seeking input 28 

Curriculum/variety of classes/programs 24 

Quality of facilities/schools 22 

Commitment to/putting students’ needs first 18 

Other (see below) 16 

College/future prep 15 

Students 13 

Reputation/state ranking/high standards 12 
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Using existing tax base/fiscal responsibility 11 

Safety 9 

Small class sizes 9 

Extracurricular activities/sports 8 

Positive school atmosphere/strong morale 8 

Resources/technology 8 

Board of Education 5 

Don’t know 5 

Special Education programs/support 5 

Asking for higher taxes/spending money 4 

Diversity/culture 3 

Fine Arts program 3 

PTA 3 

All the schools together/one district 2 

Before and after school care (BASP) 2 

 

Verbatim “other” comments 

 

Self-fulfilling, narcissistic attitude.  

Who knows, if you don’t have children in the schools anymore? Need to publicize whatever strengths have met the educational goals set for 

the district.  

The district is willing to improve and has the support of many people.  

Being pretty transparent about where tax dollars will go.  

This is a far better district for education than many of the others in Illinois. 

Higher graduation rates than rest of state, adequate financial resources. 

It is in Wheaton. 

Cooperation. 

Stability. 
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Not sure. I think the district has an inflated opinion of itself. Not as good as it thinks it is.  

I can’t get beyond how unjust it is to provide pensions that we can’t afford to teachers. Strengths could come from teachers, if they quit 

killing us with their pensions. 

Academically challenging and rigorous programs, professional development. 

Not really happy with the district and the decisions it makes.  

Selling the taxpayers a line of bull.  

Its intentions. Unfortunately, lots of talk, but seems to be smoke and mirrors. It has begun to feel that our greatest strength is our reputation, 

but in some schools there are becoming fewer things to back that reputation up. It’s very obvious which schools the district favors. And if the 

district makes some serious investments – leadership, environment, expectations of staff, and expectations of parents – it clearly results in 

positive results. And those schools perform better (and NOT from a “test” standpoint.) The middle school experience at Hubble has been very 

positive. Strong leadership, which I would attribute to the fact that the district did some serious investing in its brand new school. The result is 

a cohesive atmosphere that benefits everyone. With a freshman at South, we have been impressed thus far. The school has been extremely 

welcoming, with many opportunities for freshman to “ease” into the system. Teachers came off as strong, and so far, it seems there is a very 

real awareness that we can’t continually encourage kids to get involved and then load them down with hours of homework. As parents, we are 

very appreciative of what appears to be a real effort of the part of the school to not pressure these kids to all become Rhodes scholars and/or 

Olympic athletes. Fingers crossed this continues. It’s early.  

They draw from upper and middle class, and those kids perform well. We are not serving the growing EL population and the struggling 

student with quality programming.  
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4. Where could the district improve? Responses were coded, based on common words, phrases and ideas. Numbers, rather than percentages, 

displayed below. Responses are from the entire online survey participant group (meaning they are not separated into current parent and non-

parent groups). 

 

Response Number 

Spending a lot less/fiscal responsibility/better 

budgeting 

83 

Facilities management/improvements/maintenance 81 

Upgrading technology/resources/1-to-1 46 

Communication/seeking/responding to input 28 

Better hiring/firing practices/less nepotism 24 

Improve/rigorous/consistent curriculum 22 

Other (see below) 21 

Equal resources/facilities across the district 21 

Manage pensions/salaries/benefits spending better 20 

Stop raising/lower taxes 20 

Class sizes 16 

Better long-term/capital improvements planning 15 

Safety/security/discipline 14 

College/career prep/vocational training 12 

Competitive salaries/benefits 11 

Leadership/administration 11 

Meet all students’ learning needs/levels 10 

Update/replace Jefferson ECC 10 

More transparency 7 

Better/more Special Education resources/support 6 

Don’t know/It’s fine/N/A 6 

Get rid of Common Core/return to basics 6 

More STEM – all grade levels 6 

Better implementation of new programs 5 

Improve parent/community involvement 5 

More foreign language – all grade levels 5 

Training 5 

Board of Education 4 

More focus on academics, less on sports 4 



 9 

Better before and after school care program 3 

Better explanation of report card/grading system 3 

Bus system/parking 3 

Less testing/teaching to the test 3 

Offer full-day kindergarten, with no extra charge 3 

Better graduation rates 2 

Bring back B level sports 2 

Later start times 2 

 

Verbatim “other” comments 

 

Smaller class size, facility improvements, less testing, hire more diverse teaching staff. 

Letting us know why the curriculum is changed so often. 

Criteria to get into PACE should not be solely based on a test. 

Not being so beholden to the NEA agendas. 

Better teacher involvement keeping students in their home school and not allowing choice schools.  

Poor use of resources. Admin/executives paid too much. Parents are buying paper, Kleenex, etc. for the schools. It’s a shame.  

Lacking in innovation!! Not keeping up with other districts in changing needs for curriculum, teaching standards and 21st century job 

preparation. 

Stop trying to compete with other districts.  

The School Board lied about the cost of the previous referendum vote (which was defeated). You intentionally hid the balloon payment in the 

last year. That was clearly intentionally deceptive. Quit lying.  

My children have yet to start kindergarten. So, from a parent’s perspective, it’d be great to see examples of student work and activities, K-12. 

I don’t mean a curriculum overview, but, rather, a snapshot of some fun/engaging things students do in CUSD200.  

Science/math curriculum – increase awareness of teachers to gender preferences in teaching methods, classroom behavior. Sex ed. – emphasis 

on consent, not abstinence.  
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Educator salaries tend to run high for a nine-month position. Eliminate co-taught classes. Require teachers to have detailed syllabi on the 

internet, especially grades 6-12.  

Just don’t be so strict. Let kids be kids. If they make a Lego gun, don’t suspend them. So just lay off kids a bit. Nobody’s perfect.  

The D200 Board and superintendent have improved over the last three years. Prior to that, their attention to citizens’ concerns was abysmal, 

and they spent as if everyone had unending deep pockets. Attending to all students’ individual education needs. The district does a great job 

attending to the top 2% and the bottom 20%. All others are lumped in to a very large, “average” pool. Some schools differentiate the 

“average” into high, medium, low better than others.  

Have the families with children at the schools pay tuition. Run like a private school.  

All physical improvements paid with D200 funds always seem to be for only the Wheaton schools.  

More communication with the older community. Never felt we got a complete picture regarding Jefferson. Didn’t feel one could make an 

intelligent vote on that issue in the past.  

Ensure best practices are in place.  

Less reliance on state and federal support and related legislative demands.  

Any improvements need to come from the state level. 

Focus less on administration office space. More on student and teaching spaces. I don’t value large administrative spaces and offices. If your 

ego requires a large office, seek another school district.  
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As you may know, the school district’s leadership has been actively working with residents and outside professionals to create a Master 

Facility Plan. Those efforts have produced a list of renovation and construction projects which may appear on a referendum at some point in 

the future. The purpose of this survey is to hear what a broad cross-section of district residents thinks about each of these needs. 

 

Below is a very brief description of each need. Please indicate how you would feel if the district included each project in a future referendum 

proposal.  

 

5. The first project impacts multiple schools. This project is to update or replace major mechanical and other systems at 18 of the school 

district’s 20 schools, as needed. These include paving, roofing, flooring, electrical, doors, hardware, windows, plumbing and lockers. 

If this were part of a future referendum proposal, would you be…? 

 

Response Overall 

score/Telephone 

survey (n=400) 

 Overall 

score/Online 

survey (n=390)** 

Current student 

families/Online 

survey (n=213)* 

Non-current 

student 

families/Online 

survey (n=153)* 

More likely to vote in favor 67%  60% 69% 48% 

More likely to vote against 12%  29% 18% 42% 

It would make no difference to you 14%  6% 7% 4% 

Don’t know (not read to telephone 

survey respondents, but available to 

online respondents) 

8%  6% 7% 6% 

**Twelve online respondents did not answer this question. 

 *Twenty-four online respondents did not answer the question regarding student status. 
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6. For the elementary schools, one need is to reinforce the secured entries at six of the elementary schools to bring all the elementary 

schools up to the same standard. If this were part of a future referendum proposal, would you be…? 

 

Response Overall 

score/Telephone 

survey (n=400) 

 Overall 

score/Online 

survey (n=390)** 

Current student 

families/Online 

survey (n=213)* 

Non-current 

student 

families/Online 

survey (n=153)* 

More likely to vote in favor 78%  66% 72% 58% 

More likely to vote against 10%  21% 14% 30% 

It would make no difference to you 11%  10% 9% 9% 

Don’t know (not read to telephone 

survey respondents, but available to 

online respondents) 

1%  4% 4% 3% 

**Thirteen online respondents did not answer this question. 

 *Twenty-four online respondents did not answer the question regarding student status. 

 

 

7. One need is to renovate the Library Learning Centers at all the elementary schools, to bring them in line with the today’s student 

needs. If this were part of a future referendum proposal, would you be…? 

 

Response Overall 

score/Telephone 

survey (n=400) 

 Overall 

score/Online 

survey (n=390)** 

Current student 

families/Online 

survey (n=213)* 

Non-current 

student 

families/Online 

survey (n=153)* 

More likely to vote in favor 52%  47% 59% 33% 

More likely to vote against 14%  35% 24% 51% 

It would make no difference to you 28%  10% 9% 9% 

Don’t know (not read to telephone 

survey respondents, but available to 

online respondents) 

7%  8% 7% 8% 

**Thirteen online respondents did not answer this question. 

 *Twenty-four online respondents did not answer the question regarding student status. 
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8. At Edison Middle School, one need is to reconfigure the Library Learning Center, to bring it in line with the today’s student needs. If 

this were part of a future referendum proposal, would you be…? 

 

Response Overall 

score/Telephone 

survey (n=400) 

 Overall 

score/Online 

survey (n=390)** 

Current student 

families/Online 

survey (n=213)* 

Non-current 

student 

families/Online 

survey (n=153)* 

More likely to vote in favor 43%  38% 42% 32% 

More likely to vote against 16%  38% 29% 51% 

It would make no difference to you 31%  16% 21% 9% 

Don’t know (not read to telephone 

survey respondents, but available to 

online respondents) 

10%  8% 8% 8% 

**Thirteen online respondents did not answer this question. 

 *Twenty-four online respondents did not answer the question regarding student status. 

 

 

9. Another need is to renovate the science classrooms and laboratory spaces at Edison Middle School. If this were part of a future 

referendum proposal, would you be…? 

 

Response Overall 

score/Telephone 

survey (n=400) 

 Overall 

score/Online 

survey (n=390)** 

Current student 

families/Online 

survey (n=213)* 

Non-current 

student 

families/Online 

survey (n=153)* 

More likely to vote in favor 50%  45% 48% 39% 

More likely to vote against 13%  33% 25% 44% 

It would make no difference to you 30%  16% 20% 11% 

Don’t know (not read to telephone 

survey respondents, but available to 

online respondents) 

8%  6% 7% 5% 

**Thirteen online respondents did not answer this question. 

 *Twenty-four online respondents did not answer the question regarding student status. 

 

 



 14 

 

10. For Franklin Middle School, one need is to expand the north classroom area to add new science classrooms and laboratory spaces. If 

this were part of a future referendum proposal, would you be…? 

 

Response Overall 

score/Telephone 

survey (n=400) 

 Overall 

score/Online 

survey (n=390)** 

Current student 

families/Online 

survey (n=213)* 

Non-current 

student 

families/Online 

survey (n=153)* 

More likely to vote in favor 57%  46% 50% 41% 

More likely to vote against 17%  31% 26% 39% 

It would make no difference to you 23%  15% 17% 12% 

Don’t know (not read to telephone 

survey respondents, but available to 

online respondents) 

4%  7% 7% 8% 

**Fourteen online respondents did not answer this question. 

 *Twenty-four online respondents did not answer the question regarding student status. 

 

 

11. Another need for Franklin is to renovate and expand the existing classroom areas, performing arts spaces, physical education space 

and the Library Learning Center, to bring it in line with the today’s student needs. If these projects were part of a future referendum 

proposal, would you be…? 

 

Response Overall 

score/Telephone 

survey (n=400) 

 Overall 

score/Online 

survey (n=390)** 

Current student 

families/Online 

survey (n=213)* 

Non-current 

student 

families/Online 

survey (n=153)* 

More likely to vote in favor 44%  46% 49% 35% 

More likely to vote against 20%  31% 27% 50% 

It would make no difference to you 28%  15% 18% 8% 

Don’t know (not read to telephone 

survey respondents, but available to 

online respondents) 

9%  7% 7% 7% 

**Fifteen online respondents did not answer this question. 

 *Twenty-four online respondents did not answer the question regarding student status. 
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12. At Monroe Middle School, one need is to expand and renovate the science classrooms and laboratory spaces. If this were part of a 

future referendum proposal, would you be…? 

 

Response Overall 

score/Telephone 

survey (n=400) 

 Overall 

score/Online 

survey (n=390)** 

Current student 

families/Online 

survey (n=213)* 

Non-current 

student 

families/Online 

survey (n=153)* 

More likely to vote in favor 51%  47% 52% 42% 

More likely to vote against 14%  31% 23% 41% 

It would make no difference to you 27%  15% 18% 11% 

Don’t know (not read to telephone 

survey respondents, but available to 

online respondents) 

8%  6% 7% 6% 

**Fourteen online respondents did not answer this question. 

 *Twenty-four online respondents did not answer the question regarding student status. 

 

 

13. Another need at Monroe is to construct a new Auditorium and Performing Arts space, which would be an addition to the present 

Monroe Middle School building. If this were part of a future referendum proposal, would you be…? 

 

Response Overall 

score/Telephone 

survey (n=400) 

 Overall 

score/Online 

survey (n=390)** 

Current student 

families/Online 

survey (n=213)* 

Non-current 

student 

families/Online 

survey (n=153)* 

More likely to vote in favor 26%  39% 44% 32% 

More likely to vote against 32%  44% 34% 56% 

It would make no difference to you 31%  11% 16% 6% 

Don’t know (not read to telephone 

survey respondents, but available to 

online respondents) 

11%  6% 7% 6% 

**Fourteen online respondents did not answer this question. 

 *Twenty-four online respondents did not answer the question regarding student status. 
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14. For the high schools, one need is to renovate the Library Learning Center at Wheaton Warrenville South High School, to bring it in 

line with the today’s student needs. If this were part of a future referendum proposal, would you be…? 

 

Response Overall 

score/Telephone 

survey (n=400) 

 Overall 

score/Online 

survey (n=390)** 

Current student 

families/Online 

survey (n=213)* 

Non-current 

student 

families/Online 

survey (n=153)* 

More likely to vote in favor 43%  40% 49% 27% 

More likely to vote against 21%  42% 28% 61% 

It would make no difference to you 29%  11% 14% 7% 

Don’t know (not read to telephone 

survey respondents, but available to 

online respondents) 

7%  7% 8% 5% 

**Sixteen online respondents did not answer this question. 

 *Twenty-four online respondents did not answer the question regarding student status. 

 

 

15. For Wheaton North High School, one need is to renovate the technology laboratory. If this were part of a future referendum 

proposal, would you be…? 

 

Response Overall 

score/Telephone 

survey (n=400) 

 Overall 

score/Online 

survey (n=390)** 

Current student 

families/Online 

survey (n=213)* 

Non-current 

student 

families/Online 

survey (n=153)* 

More likely to vote in favor 58%  50% 58% 39% 

More likely to vote against 17%  32% 21% 47% 

It would make no difference to you 24%  12% 14% 9% 

Don’t know (not read to telephone 

survey respondents, but available to 

online respondents) 

2%  6% 8% 5% 

**Fifteen online respondents did not answer this question. 

 *Twenty-four online respondents did not answer the question regarding student status. 
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16. The last project on the list of those being discussed is building a new early learning center that meets the space and educational needs 

of the students being served, and that brings all the programs together into one building. If this new building were part of a future 

referendum proposal, would you be…? 

 

Response Overall 

score/Telephone 

survey (n=400) 

 Overall 

score/Online 

survey (n=390)** 

Current student 

families/Online 

survey (n=213)* 

Non-current 

student 

families/Online 

survey (n=153)* 

More likely to vote in favor 39%  46% 52% 38% 

More likely to vote against 42%  38% 31% 46% 

It would make no difference to you 16%  9% 11% 7% 

Don’t know (not read to telephone 

survey respondents, but available to 

online respondents) 

3%  7% 6% 9% 

**Fifteen online respondents did not answer this question. 

 *Twenty-four online respondents did not answer the question regarding student status. 

 

 

17. If you knew that District 200 plans to conduct a capital campaign to raise money from private donors specifically to help pay for the 

new early learning center building, would you be…?  
 

Response Overall 

score/Telephone 

survey (n=400) 

 Overall 

score/Online 

survey (n=390)** 

Current student 

families/Online 

survey (n=213)* 

Non-current 

student 

families/Online 

survey (n=153)* 

Much more likely to vote in favor 31%  36% 40% 31% 

Somewhat more likely to vote in 

favor 
34%  29% 26% 32% 

Somewhat more likely to vote 

against 
9%  5% 6% 3% 

Much more likely to vote against 7%  7% 4% 12% 

It would make no difference to you 15%  18% 19% 18% 

Don’t know (not read to telephone 

survey respondents, but available to 

online respondents) 

5%  5% 5% 5% 
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18. Please review the list of projects again. For each one, please mark if you think it is a “High Priority,” “A Low Priority/Not a Priority” or 

“Neither.” Please only mark “High Priority” on those projects that you think are very high priorities. “High Priority” percentages shown below.  

 

Response Overall 

score/Telephone 

survey (n=400) 

 Overall score/Online 

survey (n=390) 

Current student 

families/Online 

survey (n=213) 

Non-current 

student 

families/Online 

survey (n=153) 
Reinforce the secured entries at six elementary schools 

to bring all elementary schools up to the same standard 
75%  63% 71% 53% 

Replace major mechanical and other systems, such as 

paving, roofing and electrical at 18 of the district’s 20 

schools 

65%  69% 76% 60% 

Renovate the technology laboratory at Wheaton North 

High School 
50%  42% 48% 35%* 

Expand the north classroom area at Franklin Middle 

School to include new science classrooms and 

laboratory spaces 

49%  36%* 39% 34%* 

Expand and renovate the science classrooms and 

laboratory spaces at Monroe Middle School 
49%  38%* 41%* 34%* 

Renovate the science classrooms and laboratory spaces 

at Edison Middle School 
48%  35%* 38% 32%* 

Renovate the Library Learning Centers at all the 

elementary schools to bring them in line with today’s 

student needs 

46%  35%* 44% 24%* 

Renovate the Library Learning Center at Wheaton 

Warrenville South High School 
44%  30%* 37% 22%* 

Renovate the general classroom areas, performing arts 

spaces, Library Learning Center and physical 

education space at Franklin Middle School 

34%*  30%* 32%* 27%* 

Reconfigure the Library Learning Center at Edison 

Middle School 
33%  23%* 26%* 19%* 

Construct a new early learning center that meets the 

space and educational needs of the students being 

served and that brings all the district’s early learning 

programs into one building 

30%*  43% 47% 38%* 

Construct a new Auditorium and Performing Arts 

space at Monroe Middle School 
11%*  22%* 26%* 18%* 

 *Highest score was “Low Priority/Not a Priority.” 
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19. What if, at some point in the future, the district proposed a referendum that included the projects that were presented above 

that you considered a high priority and it resulted in a tax increase of about $225 per year for the owner of a $320,000 home, 

which is approximately the median home value in the district? If an election on such a ballot issue were held today, would 

you…? Choices, except where indicated, were read to respondents. 

 

Response Overall 

score/Telephone 

survey (n=400) 

 Overall 

score/Online 

survey (n=390) 

Current student 

families/Online 

survey (n=213) 

Non-current student 

families/Online 

survey (n=153) 

Strongly favor 8%  27% 32% 22% 

Favor 43%  25% 31% 18% 

Lean favor (not read to telephone 

survey respondents and not available to 

online respondents) 

1%  n/a n/a n/a 

Lean oppose (not read to telephone 

survey respondents and not available to 

online respondents) 

1%  n/a n/a n/a 

Oppose 23%  12% 12% 12% 

Strongly oppose 18%  28% 19% 40% 

Don’t know (not read to telephone 

survey respondents, but available to 

online respondents) 

7%  8% 7% 9% 
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20. What if, instead, the proposal included FEWER of these projects and it resulted in a tax increase of about $200 per year for the 

owner of a $320,000 home in the district? If an election on such a ballot issue were held today, would you…? Asked only of the 

respondents who did not answer question 19 either “Strongly favor,” “Favor” or “Lean favor.”(“Lean favor” for telephone survey 

only.) Percentages for the “favor” categories below are the combined percentages for questions 19 and 20, under the assumption that a 

respondent who was in favor of a higher tax increase would be in favor of a lower one as well.  

 

Response Overall 

score/Telephone 

survey (n=400) 

 Overall 

score/Online 

survey (n=390) 

Current student 

families/Online 

survey (n=213) 

Non-current student 

families/Online 

survey (n=153) 

Strongly favor 8%  27% 32% 22% 

Favor 46%  26% 31% 20% 

Lean favor (not read to telephone 

survey respondents and not available to 

online respondents) 

1%  n/a n/a n/a 

Lean oppose (not read to telephone 

survey respondents and not available to 

online respondents) 

<1%  n/a n/a n/a 

Oppose 21%  12% 11% 14% 

Strongly oppose 17%  28% 17% 36% 

Don’t know (not read to telephone 

survey respondents, but available to 

online respondents) 

7%  8% 8% 8% 
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21. What if, instead, the proposal included EVEN FEWER of these projects and it resulted in a tax increase of about $175 per year 

for the owner of a $320,000 home in the district? If an election on such a ballot issue were held today, would you…? Asked only 

of the respondents who did not answer question 20 either “Strongly favor,” “Favor” or “Lean favor.” (“Lean favor” for telephone 

survey only.) Percentages for the three “favor” categories below are the combined percentages for questions 19, 20 and 21, under the 

assumption that a respondent who was in favor of a higher tax increase would be in favor of a lower one as well. 

 

Response Overall 

score/Telephone 

survey (n=400) 

 Overall 

score/Online 

survey (n=390) 

Current student 

families/Online 

survey (n=213) 

Non-current student 

families/Online 

survey (n=153) 

Strongly favor 8%  27% 32% 22% 

Favor 50%  29% 33% 25% 

Lean favor (not read to telephone 

survey respondents and not available to 

online respondents) 

1%  n/a n/a n/a 

Lean oppose (not read to telephone 

survey respondents and not available to 

online respondents) 

0%  n/a n/a n/a 

Oppose 19%  11% 9% 14% 

Strongly oppose 16%  24% 16% 34% 

Don’t know (not read to telephone 

survey respondents, but available to 

online respondents) 

5%  7% 9% 5% 
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22. Why do you believe you would oppose the referendum, if the election were held today? Question was made available to only the 

respondents who answered “Oppose it” or “Strongly oppose it” on question 21. Responses were coded, based on common words, 

phrases and ideas. Numbers, rather than percentages, displayed below. Responses shown below are from the entire eligible online 

survey participant group (meaning they are not separated into current parent and non-parent groups). 

 

Response Number 

Taxes are too high already/keep raising taxes/too 

expensive 

56 

Need to be more fiscally responsible/budget better 42 

Don’t trust the district/Board to spend wisely/more 

transparency 

25 

Need better long-range/capital improvements 

planning/budgeting 

19 

Better manage/reduce pensions/salaries 16 

Need to prioritize better – projects are “wants,” not 

“needs” 

16 

Other (see below) 15 

Fix/better maintain buildings, before there is a 

problem 

13 

On a fixed income/no kids in school 12 

Use existing resources/funds 12 

Overpaid administration/top heavy  10 

Pay off existing bonds first/still paying for Hubble 7 

Look for other ways to fund (e.g., grants) 5 

Will never vote for higher taxes 5 

Paid too much for previous superintendent’s 

severance 

3 

Safety/security projects should be only priority 2 

 

Verbatim “other” comments 

 

Preschool is a responsibility of parents, not the community; district needs to work within exceedingly high property tax revenue 

currently receiving. 

 

Too many perks to employees. 
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We have a son in a private school not utilizing the school system at this time. Also, we believe that you should pay down the current 

outstanding balance of $150+ million, before raising our taxes. We’ve lived in our current house for 1 1/2 years and our taxes are going 

to go up $3,000 in just 1 1/2 years. If we knew this were the case, we wouldn’t have purchased this house.  

It would put the district in long-term debt.  

We do not need to compete with other school districts, but do need to keep our schools functional and our children safe.  

It is not worth it. The students can get a good education without it.  

Waste and fraud in government.  

Educational research shows that smaller class size and better teacher investment is the single differentiating factor in student success, 

and none of the proposed uses of the taxed money are being applied in this area.  

Too much of a one-time increase. This would be better structured as an incremental increase, since all of the projects would likely not 

be completed within one year anyhow.  

Consider that the population of students is not increasing. This is not as large as other groups – such as the Boomers or Millennials. 

What will the student population in the district actually be in five to 10 years? Use what exists more creatively – be it teachers, 

buildings or other resources.  

I’d like to see a better breakdown of how current funds are being used.  

Go back to the drawing board and review wasteful spending in the district. Getting sponsors for certain parts is interesting and would 

like to hear more about it.  

When I went to school we didn’t have AC in any of my schools and we probably had asbestos in all of them. Our property taxes are 

already ridiculously high and our schools are in much better shape than the ones I grew up attending. There is no reason we need almost 

any of the things proposed. Almost all of them are “wants,” not “needs.” Unless not making the repair endangers my children, they are 

unnecessary. We need to stop spending money we don’t have.  

District 200 already receives a king’s ransom. It doesn’t need more taxpayer money. 

Necessity is the mother of creativity. We are still recovering from a recession and it’s important our schools live within their means, just 

like the rest of us. Tax hikes are affordable for some, not for all, and the schools serve the families, as well as the students, as a support, not 

a burden.  
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23. Which of the following best describes where you live? Twenty-one respondents did not answer this question. 

 

Response Percentage 

In or near Wheaton 80% 

In or near Warrenville 10% 

In or near Winfield 7% 

Other (see below) 2% 

In or near Carol Stream 1% 

 

 

24. Do you currently have children who attend school in District 200? Twenty-four respondents did not answer this question. 

 

Response Percentage 

Yes 58% 

No 42% 

 

 


